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Tnusual Hank on Mississippi 
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THE BANK IN A P 


ARK is the appropriate description given to the new 
Iowa. The hexagonal structure recaptures, in its natural park setting o 
and excitement of the days when LeClaire was a riverboat headquarters. 


LEAN 


building just opened by LeClaire State Bank at LeClaire, 
verlooking the Mississippi River, some of the history 
In the above photos the hexagonal structure provides 


a majestic view of the Mississippi River from the upper main banking floor as well as the community room on the lower level. 
The interior affords a relaxed atmosphere enhanced by the stone fireplace, pictures of famous old stern wheelers and packets, and 


pleasant interior decorations. 


HERE was a time when LeClaire 

was the riverboat capital of the 
world. Equally famous was the “Green 
Tree,” a perfectly formed giant elm 
that stood on the west bank of the 
Mississippi river at LeClaire. 

Today, a bit of the riverboat lore 
and the Green Tree have been blended 
with the new in the LeClaire State 
Bank, which opened last month. The 
hexagon structure stands in a park- 
like setting in full command of a 
panoramic view of the river. 

Glen H. Suiter, president, reports 
that the hexagonal shape lends itself 
perfectly for banking operations. 
There are three areas that can he 
closed off with folding doors to give 
customers privacy. The hillside loca- 
tion provides a large community room 
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with windows and an_ outstanding 
river view, and this area will be used 
for future expansion. The drive-in 
window has an extra large glass and 
counter so that it can serve as many 
as four autos by two girls when ex- 
panded with pneumatic tube equip- 
ment. 

On'a cold winter’s day clients will 
find a fire burning on the hearth built 
of brick resurrected from an old Le- 
Claire home. The mantel is an old 
timber from the Lester Auliff farm in 
LeClaire. 

Decorating the gold burlap wall in 
the fireplace alcove are three steel 
riverboats. 

There’s the Van Sant, first stern- 
wheeler that was a successful rafter 
and built in LeClaire during the spring 
of 1869. The others are the Swain and 
the Eclipse which were piloted 


. through the rapids in LeClaire by 


special riverboat captains, one of 
whom was Zach Suiter, Sr., grand- 
father of bank president, Glen Suiter. 
Black red simulated leather fronts 
the tellers’ counter and positioned on 
each panel are the artists’ interpreta- 
tion of the “Green Tree,” cast in brass 
over steel. Each of the tellers wears 
a brass lapel pin of the same design. 
Decorator Lois Suiter O’Malley had 
more than a professional interest in 
selecting the decor. She is the sister 
of the bank president. Because of the 
wide window expanse she has in- 
corporated the indoor-outdoor effect. 
The linen and flax draperies blend 
with the Anamosa stone exterior. 
Over 2,500 people had an opportunity 
to see the new building at a special 
open house. 
Within the cupola on the rooftop, a 
light burns serving, as a beacon, in 
retrospect, to riverboat captains. 
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Unusual Bank on the Riverbank 


Early river architecture is repeated in the hexagonal design of the LeClaire State 
Bank of LeClaire, lowa, shown above. The facility, located on the west bank of 
the Mississippi River, features wide window expanses that capture the sweeping 


river view. 


Architectural Styling 
and Unique Setting 
Highlight New Facility 


There was a time when LeClaire, 
-lowa,was considered the riverboat capi- 
tal of the world. Equally famous was the 
“Green Tree”, a perfectly formed giant 
elm that stood on the west bank of the 
Mississippi River at LeClaire. 

Today, a bit of the riverboat lore and 
the Green Tree have been blended with 
the modern efficiency of the new Le- 
Claire State Bank facility. Located in a 
park-like setting, the hexagonal struc- 
ture is in full command of a-panoramic 
view of the river. 

Interior furnishings in charcoal and 
earth tones~are~accented by yellows, 
golds, and reds used: liberally through- 


out the stone facility. A charcoal cork 
wall located in the teller area has both 
an aesthetic and accoustical value. 

The facility’s four station concave 
teller counter is attractively faced with 
wormy chestnut accented by black-red 
simulated leather panels. Positioned in 
the-center of each pane! is a replica of 
the “Green Tree”, cast in brass over 
steel: 

Every. inch. of usable undercounter 
space was utilized in providing. tel- 
lers plenty of cash handling and stor- 
age space. Fingertip access to coin, cur- 
rency, forms. and. miscellaneous. items 
was. provided by the LeFebure. units, 
enabling tellers to extend maximum 
service to customers: 

Located: to the-rear-of-the-teller line 
are the facility’s security vault, drive- 
up window, and'a work area for tellers. 
Carpeting in this area combines with the 


Utilizing every usable inch of undercounter space, the bank was able to provide 
tellers fingertip access to currency, coin, forms, and miscellaneous items with 
the LeFebure teller units shown above. 


Here is a view of the motor banking area at the LeClaire State Bank. Notice how 
the LeFebure night depository, Design Window Unit, and package pass-through 
were incorporated into the design of the stone building. An adjacent parking area 
located out of the picture to the right, overlooks the Mississippi River. 


cork rear wall to provide a quiet, noise- 
free setting for operations. 

In order to blend the drive-up win- 
dow with the facility’s design, a LeFe- 
bure Drive-Up Design Window Unit 
was utilized. The extra wide drive-up 
window also incorporates a LeFebure 
pass-through. receiver forthe transfer 
of large deposits from customer to tel- 
ler. A generous work area plus ample 
cash handling and storage space is pro- 
vided the teller by the wide countertop 
pedestal unit, and combination forms 
organizer and tilting clip bin. 

For the*convenience of after-hours 
customers, the bank. installed-a LeFe- 
bure night depository. The recessed de- 
pository, which is lighted at night, fea- 
tures both envelope and bag*openings. 
Night. deposits.are provided: maximum 


(Continued’on Page Ten) 


Here is a view of the officers‘area and ~~ 
conferencerooms at left,;and:a customer 
lounge at right. The lounge features_a 
fireplace built of brick from an-old Le-- — 
Claire home. Decorating the gold.bur-... 
lap wall'in the fireplace alcove; are~ 
three steel. riverboats.craftedby Le- 
Claire artists: The stairway in the righ 
foreground leads to'the facility's lowe 
level. : mae : 


The bank's wormy chestnut teller counter facing, above, is enhanced by black- 
red simulated leather panels. Positioned in the center of each panel is a replica 
of the “Green Tree”. Cast in brass over steel, the trees depict the giant elm that 
once stood on the bank of the Mississippi River at LeClaire. 
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Overall view of the drive-up teller area. The drive-up teller is furnished a spacious 
counter area in addition to ample cash handling and storage space by the pedestal 
unit and forms organizer. The package pass-through at left, allows for the trans- 
fer of bulky deposits from the drive-up customer to the teller. At no time can the 
teller be “exposed” as the outside door must be closed before the teller can open 
the inner door to accept the deposit. To the right, installed into the charcoal cork 
wall, is a USEngineered locker unit designed to receive night deposits. 


MARCH-APRIL, 1969 
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This close-up view illustrates how the LeFebure Drive-Up Design Window Unit 
can be incorporated into any architectural styling. Notice how the drive-up 
window was extended to include the LeFebure package pass-through. To the left 
of the drive-up is the LeFebure recessed night depository which provides both bag 


LeClaire Bank 


(Continued from Page Nine) 


security by a LeFebure USEngineered 
locker unit featuring both a locking 
handle and combination lock for dual 
control. 

Across the lobby from the teller area 
is a customers lounge and officers area. 


The desks in the officers area are of dis- 
tressed walnut with black leather plastic 
laminate tops. Adjoining the officers 
area are two private conference rooms. 

Planning for the LeClaire facility was 
accomplished through the combined 
efforts of President, Mr. Glen Suiter; 
Cashier, Mr. Gene Holst; Decorator, 
Ms. Lois O'Malley; Architect, Ken 
Wagner; and LeFebure representative, 


and envelope openings for after-hours customers. 


Marv Pearson. 

Mr. Suiter said in praising the new 
facility, “Acceptance of the new bank 
building has been excellent. Customers 
like the maximum banking conveniences 
provided plus the pleasant surround- 
ings typical of the early riverboat days. 
Customers entering the lobby are par- 


ticularly impressed by the wide window 
expanses which provide a sweeping 
view of the Mississippi River.” 
Information on equipment illustrated 
in the accompanying pictures is avail- 
able by contacting your LeFebure repre- 
sentative or by writing: LeFebure Cor- 
poration, Cedar Rapids, Iowa 52406. 


LeFebure Equipment Complements 


Well Planned Teller Area 


DE 


This “L” shaped teller counter at the Civic Plaza Bank in Kansas City, Missouri, 


features plenty of cash handling and storage space. Utilizing every inch of usable 
undercounter space, the bank was able to provide tellers convenient access to 
currency, coin, forms and miscellaneous items. Units such as drawer and cabinet 
storage pedestals, cash handling pedestals, knee space organizers, and a statement 
file are functionally arranged to facilitate the maximum in customer service. 


Pennsylvania 
Bank 


(Continued from Page Four) 
ing and architrave, tastefully enhances 
the facility's modern decor. 

Maximum security is provided 
branch operations by a LeFebure Elec- 
traguard alarm system. 

For convenience of after-hours cus- 
tomers, depository accommodations 
were made available at the front of the 
building... utilizing a LeFebure model 
101 unit with both bag and envelope 


Here is a view of the facility's Spartan drive-up window located at the rear of the 
building. Ample back-up space was provided for traffic during busy periods. 


Openings. é ; 

Planning for this LeFebure Financial 
Building was handledithrough the com- 
binedefforts of James E. Crass Ill, Ghair- 
man of the Building Gommittee; Presi- 
dent, Mr. William J. Pentecost; Execu- _ 
tive Vice President, Mr. David E. Dor- 
sey; Branch Manager, Mr. George Weiss, 
and LeFebure representative, Tom 
Gilleran. 

For further information on LeFe- 
bure Financial Buildings, ask your Le- 
Febure representative to give his “one 
source responsibility” presentation to 
your committee. You will quickly see 
the logic and advantages. 
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LeClaire State Bank 
7 A blending of the old with the new has been incorporated into the design of our new quarters. There is a touch of 


LeCLAIRE, IOWA 
the exciting days of the past when LeClaire was the riverboat capital of the world. The park-like setting reminds us of the 
natural beauty of our area and the warm interior denotes our sincere desire to provide modern banking service in a friendly 


personalized manner. 
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The three boats near the fireplace are 
among the many that ran the rapids nearly 
a century ago. 


Our senior citizens will remember the 
days of the J. W. Van Sant, built in Le- 
Claire and launched in 1869. It was the 
first practical stern wheeler for rafting 
and opened the rapid extension of the log- 
ging industry on the Upper Mississippi. 


They will also recall the packets 
Eclipse and Verne Swain launched in the 
1880’s. These latter two boats transported 
passengers and freight between the Quad- 
Cities and Clinton and were piloted by 
Captain Zach Suiter, Sr., one of the many 
river men who then made his home in 
LeClaire. 
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Outstanding in Symmetrical B 
LeClaire State Bank 


Our Symbol is The Green Tree. 


Although LeClaire is well known’as a pio- 
heer riverboat city and the boyhood home. 
of Buffalo Bill, it has acquired ifs great- . 


est fame from the Green Tree. This elm, 
that lived from about 1840 to 1964 near 
the old steamboat landing, was one of the 
most famous trees in the United States. 
I was known not only for its historic asso- 
ciation with the river but also for its 
strength, endurance and beautiful contour. 


We have adopted the Green Tree as our 
symbol because our affiliation with Farm- 
ers Savings Bank of Princeton gives us a 
record of stability and sound banking since 
1908. 


eauty Like. 


OFFICERS, BOARD OF DIRECTORS 


Heman D. Shaff — Chrm of the Board 
Glen H. Suiter — President 

Wesley C. Schmalz — Vice-President 
Eugene R. Holst — Cashier 

Robert D. Wells — Attorney 

Lois Suiter O’Malley 

Orville Stewart 

Dale Froehlich — Assistant Cashier 
Dennis Schuett — Assistant Cashier 


STAFF 


Loretta Buchheit Dorothy Cole. 

Shirley. Chapman Darlene Nichols 

Rozella West Jane Underwood 
Carol Sorenson 


BANKING HOURS 


Lobby Drive-In 
MONDAY THRU THURSDAY — 
9:00-12:00 1:00-4:00 9:00- 4:00 
FRIDAY — 
9:00-12:00 1:00-5:00 9:00- 7:30 
SATURDAY — 
9:00-12:00 9:00-12:00 


Wwe are well aware that our building 
: peen built if it were not 
for the loyal support of our many old and 


new friends and customers. It is obvious 
gnizes the value of sup- 
y its own community 


could not have 


that our area reco, 
porting whole-heartedl, 


nk. T i it pos- 
‘he de osits we have make I 
ba: . p 


sible to supply the credit needs 0 
area, and our loans promote sey 
and provide a better place for us to live 
and raise our families. Our churches, our 
schools, our farms, our pusinesses and OR 
ery member of our communities benefit 
by the business we do. 


Our banking roots have been imbedded 
into the LeClaire area for over sixty years 
and all of us associated. with the bank are 
deeply interested in the welfare of every 
individual in the communities we serve. 
Our facilities are now capable of handling 
an ever greater volume of business. Our 
Officers, Directors, and Staff are dedicated 
to giving the finest type of banking includ- 
ing a multitude of extra services to each 
customer on a personal basis, a type of 
banking you can acquire only from your 
own community bank. 


Our growth has been predicated upon 
the sound principal of safety for our de- 
positors’ money and sound banking serv- 
ice. We will do our utmost to warrant your 
continued support as we look forward to 
the future with confidence. 


Parking Entrance 
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